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ISSUE 4 


Harrowden, 39 High Street, 


Editor: Brian Watson 


EDITOR'S COLUMN = ISSUE 4 


John Turner has dropped me a line 
to ask whether I could suggest a ‘Best 
Buy' as part of the "I've got a ? now 
what can I do with it series?" 


Well I could, and at the end of 
the series I wil], do a comparison 
chart showing the various computers' 
features side by side, but part of the 
point of the series (and S8BIT Mart 
magazine generally) is to _ show that 
each of the many 8-bit computers still 
available and in use is particularly 
good at some things and may be worth 
buying for not much more than a so-so 
program for the computer you already 
have, whatever that may be. 


Actually, upon re-reading John's 
letter, I think -he might mean 'the 
best within the range being discussed' 
in which case let's get up to date 
with the CPC range covered last month. 


I suggest the dark-cased CPC6128 
with the colour monitor option as the 
range's best buy for a beginner. It 
uses 3" discs as standard, but a cheap 
34" drive can be easily added and 
used as a Tirst drive for most 
purposes, also a standard tape deck, 
ROM boxes, and almost anything except 
cartridges. They are readily available 
for less than £100. 


time, I have donea 
spend my Christmas 


In the mean 
piece on ‘what to 
present cash on.' This massive piece 
has been compiled in association with 
some of the specialists on the 'Big 5' 
8-bits and suggests how to get the 
best from your existing machine 
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Sutton-in-the-Isle, 
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ELY, Cambs CB6 2RA 
Tels 
without buying another one. 


John was also one of the many who 
have got in touch regarding emulators 
for use on a Spectrum. If you area 
member of a user group, or subscribe 
to a fan/magazine which serves users 
of a specific computer this is just 
the sort of enquiry they can probably 
help you with so drop them a line. 


Mike Elliston of South Essex PCW 
group has asked that all advertisers 
in 8BIT Mart give a _ town or exchange 
as well as a phone number. Although I 
understand that this may discourage 
some potential responders to adverts 
from getting in touch with someone who 
is a long way away, I am inclined to 
think that premature disclosure is the 
best policy. 


In future, if advertisers do not 
do it anyway, I will look up the code 
and put in the exchange name or 
nearest big town/city (whichever is 
clearer) after each dialling code 
unless advertisers specifically ask me 
not to do so. Incidentally, I am not 
so mean as to cut advertisements if 
this takes them over the fifty word 
allowance. 


Sorry I have missed out Tom Dean's 


PD piece this time due to space 
limits, but he'll be back next issue, 
together with more Internet stuff, 


emulator information, and a truly TOP 
piece about where the BT ‘Hacker' is 
now. Hint; if your insurance renewal 
arrives soon, check it very carefully. 


Amstrad Action reckon we're worth 
80%. Thanks, and that was issue 2..... 


0353 777006 


es =28 


Tne Doe's Soot 


Thanks to an introduction through Joyce Cook of the Softsell Spectrum Club, we 
have a new contributor: the famous Dr Randle. 


DR AANDLE’S SOFTSEL.L SURGERY 


HellG and welcopme to the first article from the SOFTSFLL Snectrum 


Club. To will be your host throuahout the coming months. My name is 
Darren Randle alias The Noctor. If I can be of any help to my readers 
please don’t hesifate to dron me a line. fif it’s meadical advice you 
want you snouid hesitate Tor a lona time — J). 


Bver the comina issues we will be lookino at software in the Club 


cataiogue from days aone by. Commercial sottware 15 not easily 
obtainable these days and people are beina forced to upograde to 
machines with hetter sunoort. This is what SBIT MART, SGFTSELL and 
other user orouns ara here for, to keen you faithtul to your machine. 


The SOFTSELL cataloaoue is one of the best Soectrum coljJections «aoing 
and alt tities are available for your enjoyment. 


Weil start off this month by lookino at one of my all time Tavourites 
on the Speccy, DEVS EX MACHINA. Firstly tet me say this is NOT 
compatible with the +28 or +3. The original grey +2 handles it fine 
fhough. You will atso need access to a hi-fi or tape slayer. 


BEUS is prohably the most adventurous game ever to grace the home 


momputer. The plot is very stranae and views tne start of a new life 
inside the computer ali the way through to old age. As you play the 
game an audio sound track accompanies play and takes you through the 
levels ojving advice etc. The voices on the tape include Mel 


Croucher, Jon Fertwee and Frankie Howerd. 


Game play is fairly simple and it takes a good hour or so to play from 
beginnina to end. Taking into account that this is compatible with a 
48K machine, the program stands the test of time very well. There is 
an aexcellent use of graphics, ooo0d animation and a truly original 
concept. There has never been another game like it- 


The game has besn compared to Fink Floyd’s “The Wall" (buy it now it’s 
an excellent album} and it follows the same sort of idea. If you want 
to wallow in a little nostalgia hire this one today. Well that’s just 
about all the snace I have in this issue- All that remains is for 
Joyce to add any relevant details to this article. See you next time. 


DARREN 


The Doc's contribution is most welcome, and I would like to take this opportunity 
invite contributions from any groups or readers. Ideally, I would like to have a 
chat about it first so that we can agree the best way to get articles from you to 
me, and to try to avoid too much duplication of the subjects covered. As I was 
recently in this position as a contributor myself to another magazine I would like 
to save you wasting your time. 


This is not a one-man-band, and I welcome involvement from others. As 8BIT 
grows, and I am pleased to say it continues to do so at a very acceptable rate, I 
will need all the help I can get! 
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SPECTRUM CLUB 


2000 Spectrum titles 
available for hire 


Return ist class postage paid 


For a catalogue and further details 
send a stamped, 


self-addressed envelope to: 


Softsell (EBM) 
32 Dursley road, 
TROWBRIDGE, 
Wilts 
BA14 ONF 


The Softsell Shop is at: 
16, Church Street, TROWBRIDGE 
10-5 daily. Tel: 01225 775446 


ALCHEMIST RESEARCH 


In response to my piece last issue 
on emulators I have received a really 
ENORMOUS folder from Andy Davis at 
Alchemist Research. I do not have 
enough space to give adequate coverage 
to this in one issue, so I will spread 
the details over following issues of 
"8BIT". 


Suffice to say at this point that 
he has a large numbers of emulators to 
persuade a PC that it's really one of 
most 8-bit computers (including the 
ability to run programs), there is a 
large Spectrum user group with a PD 
catalogue to make you drool, and 
details of the +D system to allow for 
information interchange between a 
Spectrum and a PC, a PCW, or a CPC. At 
last; I thought it could be done! 


There's information on CP/M on the 
Spectrum and (as they say) lots, lots 
more. I am really looking forward to 
getting into this lot! If you can't 
wait, write to Andy at 62, Tithe Barn 
Lane, Woodhouse, SHEFFIELD S13 7LN 
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CHIC: 
the very best 8 bit computer user 
group offering contacts, news, 
reviews, 
special offers to owners of 


Spectrum, 
machines. 


For free information pack send an 
SAE to CHIC (8M), Box 121, 
Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 9JP 
(01753 884473) 


5 Very Best Programs : 
4 Great Games : 4 Business Applications : 
6 Programmers Utilities : Over 100 titles 
available individually : 65p each Send for 
Free List. On Disk List for SAM £1.00. 


2.29398 


£9.95 for +2 £14.95 for +3 

° m olfwars Ollectors 
Guide. _: Definitive 48 page booklet/cata- 
logue of the best Spectrum games 1982 - 
1983 : Over 100 games reviewed : Just £1.95 
(Contributors wanted for 2cnd edition!!). 
for 
12.00 : 20 for £20.00!! Wide Selection o 
secondhand titles available. P 


superb Shareware program x £250 Snap- 
shots 95p: Amiga Emulator program £2.00. 


; 7 aa 
Synthesis were £20.00 now only £14.95. 

; Superb drum 
Sequencer : was £25 now only £14.95. 
Thief Adventure £1.99 HackPack 

Tape Poke Routines : £3.99 
- : £299: Egghead I] Game 
Pack :£2.99 over 20 
Pages with over 100 games cheats and 
Pokes : £3.99 


Over 30 on 


Plus our SPECTRE User Group and 
Newsletter offering New Spectrum/SAM 
Contacts, Free Help & Advice, Second- 
hand Hardware, and Software Bought & 
Sold . Exclusive Club Discounts. Reviews 
and Information on Fanzines and 
independent products and much more... 


Supporting all SPECTRUMS 
(48/+/+2/+3) and SAM Machines. 
For a full information pack - including PD 

List send an SAE to :- 


PD Software and exclusive 


Amstrad CPC, C64 and PCW 


THE TOTAL RANGE 
TOTAL TAX Ae cdocwccetedovecatbooocccsb Dene D 


Personal Tax Evaluator 


Are you | Are you paying too much Income Tax - and how do you know?! | too much Income Tax - and | Are you paying too much Income Tax - and how do you know?! | do you know?! 


The biggest problem in checking your tax-bill is working out what it ought to be. 
TOTAL TAX removes the uncertainty and gives you a straight answer. This 
means that you know exactly what Inland Revenue should be asking you for, and 


Super Labelier 


A new utility package enabling »}* 


ou ‘ 

to design and pea super Looks no 
+t —— - 
tabals and Lattarasads (Cj 


on PCW or Epson-compatiblie, printers. 


FANCY LABELLER PICTURE LABELLER 


This is the program for those 
users wishing to add graphics to 
their label designs. The progran 
is again menu-driven with the 


This program allows you to design, 
edit, store and print text- eee 
labels. The main features are: 

* Simple ‘on-screen’ label saitios: 


can challenge any discrepancies. Also lets you evaluate different options. * Add printer control codes to each following main options:— 
label line eg. bold. italic, double * Type text. in a variety of 
TOTAL ACCOUNTING £99 00 width and, on external printers. different styles ane etree: 
more exotic styles such as shadow, * Select a graphic from @ 100+ 
Schacht xs outline, double width and height. pictures in the disc library, 
Design your own customised * More picture discs available. 


printer drivers with single-letter * Load and Save Label designs. 

codes for each effect eg. A. B. C- * Print routine uses graphics + 
* Matrix/Daisy/star drivers on disc text modes for speed and quality 
* Variable line spacing <> labels. * Ideal for producing economy 
* Locate labels by data search. business cards/compliment slips. 


The Accounts Package That Does It All 


"A first-class bea ee absolutely reliable and ideal for the small 
businessman.” - J. Orbell, Sundial bea ee Services. 


NT * Print multiple copies of labels. personalised greetings and club 
TOTAL ACCOU ING uses standard double- -entry accounting, - Build your own library of labels. membership cards, home produce 
* Auto-numbering for ticketing etc. labels and many other designs. 


so that both you and your accountant can understand it. 


TOTAL ACCOUNTING offers: Invoicing, with automatic posting to Sales and 
Purchase Ledgers. Sales Ledger shows outstanding invoices - prints customer 
statements - aged debtors’ list to chase payment. Purchase Ledger shows what 
yoy owe. Nominal Ledger - records overheads - monthly profit-and-loss - VAT 
Report - final accounts. 


* Not Suitable for PCW 9512/+ 
with Daisy Wheel printers only. 


* Fully menu-driven for easy use. 
* Sinple printer port selection. 


Prices 
The SUPER LABELLER package 
includes both* the FANCY 


"Moke f i é d ae Labeller Uses 
akes pro, ‘essiona accounting seem easy and uncomplicated. - Computer Disc Contents. 
Home Videos/Cassettes. 


- Amstrad PCW Magazine. 
Stock/Pricing Labels. 


TOTAL. PAY recesbroceceobeneee OSS - opeciay - sarong ate 


eg. "FRAGILE* etc. 
Easy-to- -use Payroll = Home Wine, Beer, Jan 
Saves you time and money! “Calculates gross pay, PAYE, National Insurance, Fae ase, Vemcuenn neces 
pension contributions; prints payslips, bank drafts, P60's, calculates employer's ae _eeey more 
recovery of SSP and SMP; tells you exactly what to pay Inland Revenue. 


i 


and PICTURE label prograss 
on.one easy-to-use disc. 


PRICE: £25200 
The programs are’ also 
available separately 
ciced at £15.00 each. 


SS wecaea 7 sss THE TEA SHOPPE 
om= Les 
es VIDEO TAPE ¢f COS ek Bee REE Ganlicere 


"Cost-effective...provides everything that is necessary...e ‘to learn and 
CONTENTS: 


" use...the manual is clear, comprehensive and well-indexed.” - PCW Plus. 
“Absolutely brilliant.* - Russell Charles, Capital Management, Cardiff 
= 


EN 041-334 8902 


Derek Rogers Professional Software - 21 Hamilton Drive, Glasgow G12 8DN 


fro fl, 4 Pat Amstrad DMP 2000 
& carr Amstrad DMP 3000 


mstrad PCW 9512 Films 

>son FX/MX/RX-80 etc Epson LX-80 

»son FX/MX/RX/LX-1000 Star LC-10/LC-20 
car LC24-10/15/200/300 
inasonic KX-P 1080 series - 
tizen 120D/Swift series 


THE GREAT ESCAPE (F. ILM) 


CORONATION STREET. ( WEDS) 


oS Sa ee oe =| sD MICROSYSTEMS 


= Computer Soxrttware 
at <4 Amstrad PCY and DOS PC Specialists. 


- Delivery only £1.94 + vat - 


{UK Mainland only, any size order) 


| (Normally £12.95) 
Quick, easy re-inking at home 
i Each can does 30+ ribbons!. 60gsm Fanfold 


Now an international Best Seller! High Quality 


ase — this advert to obtain these ag prices!| Microperforated 
>) @& 0202 717001 = 


i Total Computing, Dept 8BM, 16 Station Rd., Parkstone, Poole, Dorset BHI4 8UB 


Box of 2000 


tui 


THRE LAWYERS’ PCW CLUB... PCW Techniques with Longer Documents 


Drafts. Lawyers often have to draft and re-draft documents a number of 
times before the finished document (the "engrossment") can be produced, 
making thorough checks of the legal position of each successive draft. 
Before wordprocessors, this was done by retyping the document a number 
of times over. Now... wordprocessors are ideally suited to the writing of 
longer documents (5 pages upwards). Drafts can be checked either on- 
screen or on paper. The document itself is recorded on disc so that each 
amendment can be incorporated without needing to re-type the unchanged 
parts of the text. When printing out a draft, it is usually quite acceptable 
to use draft quality print, and if you use a new or recently re-inked 
ribbon, the quality of type is very good. For fastest printing on an 
8256/8512/9256/10, print in 12 pitch, draft. It is somewhat easier to proof- 
read drafts against engrossments if full justification to the right margin is 
NOT used. It also seems a good idea to append the date and time a draft 
was written (or an edition number). 


M: Drive for Speed. You can speed up the time it takes to move the 
cursor through your document by copying it to the M: drive on the PCW 
before you edit it. However, you must remember to copy it back to a disc 
in the A: or B: drives as soon as you finish editing. M: drive is wiped 
clean when you reset the computer or switch off. 


Spell—Checker. Initially, I was sceptical about spelling checkers, and 
would not use one on my PCW, having the opinion that reliance on it would 
lead to errors. However, I now feel that a spelling checker is very useful. 
Not only does it find mistakes which have been overlooked - it speeds 
typing speed. There is no need to correct minor mistakes as they are 
made, as the spelling checker will usually catch them and enable 
rectification. Legal terminology is no problem, as technical terms can be 
added to the dictionary. 


Engrossments. The appearance of the finished engrossment depends on 
three factors:- its print quality, its paper, and its binding.* Even if you 
_ decide to choose draft print quality, the appearance is quite good if on a 
good paper (such as laid A4) so long as you use a good ribbon. 
Continuous paper (or a cut sheet feeder) enables the printer to print out 
without needing constant attention, but it should be watched in case the 
Paper jams. 


Very Long Documents. A faster and quieter printer needs to be 
considered if your workload is heavy (and there can be benefits using a 
hard disc drive, or Locoscript on the PC for speed). On a PCW, split long 
documents into two or more parts. Remember to number the pages 
(preferably in the footer zone): "Page (+PageNo)== of (LPageNo)==" - the 
page numbers are needed for proof-reading, binding and photocopying 
purposes. 


Club Enquiries to: Keith Simons, 10 Orrishmere Road, Cheadle Hulme, 
Cheadle, Cheshire. SK8 5HP. 


P.S. PCW Tip for St. Valentine's day: To print a heart symbol (requires 
Locoscript 2/3 and a dot-matrix or bubblejet), press [ALT] [£7], then press 
the full stop key, then [ALT] [f1]. (This feature was actually included not 
for lovers, but for card players. For diamonds, spades and clubs, see 
your manual.) 9aeaese OBGn?s 
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INSTANT RECALL - LocoMail as you've 
never seen It before. 


Fun, and easy to use! 


eos 


J.M. SOFTWARE 
GAMES 


3 PARKSIDE, WESTHILL, SKENE, 
ABERDEENSHIRE, AB32 6QL 
TEL: 0224 741 305 


LIFE 1 S0p (size 36k): “You place square blocks (called ‘cells’) on the area, 
and, according to certain rules, tress cole repens ox die. scoading 1 how many 

neighbours they have. .... Particular pattems of cells have various unique y 
behaviours, often seeming to take on a ‘fe’ of their own. Just like the real universe, the 

Life universe has its yay od and properties, which have astonished computer butts fe for 
generations. .... _... You're presented with a menu of interesting Life pattems, which 
you can place where you want to, ... .... July 1992 PCW Pius, 


LIFE2 £2.50 (size 26k) : Gun builder game, using a combination of chosen and 
random gliders, in as few time units as possible. 


Glider - 
travelling North 
East, one square } 
per 4 time units | 


INSTANT RECALL is a set of exceptional 
utilities for Amstrad PCW machines running 
LocoScript and LocoMail. It features a 
sophisticated Calculator, with a memory 
store/recal! facility; Metric Converters; 
full-year Calendars, showing every UK bank ~ 
holiday right through to the year 2000, 
plus a useful Accounts Package that keeps 
track of your bank balance. And all to a 
standard of screen presentation which you 
wouldn't normally associate with LocoMail. 


Variable randomness (0- 100%) to adjust playing difficutty. 


Displaceable playing area: enables restriction of growth of an unwanted colony of cells 
by moving them to an edge or (better still) a comer. 


“Unlike other versions of life where there hasn't been much to aim for, this Life 
has a purpose.” November 1993 PCW Pius. 


This review recommends playing saa er LIFE before considering the 
purchase of LIFE2. If trying MAIL232 LIFE, note the following: 


@ If you normally define and use the function keys (f1, {2, etc.), these must be undefined; 


; : : @ The message “Requires RS232C / Centronics Interface” may be ignored - it works 
The routines work with LocoScript/LocoMai | pee! this; 
° « n in @ MAIL232 LIFE runs much more slowty than our programs, because of its larger 
versions 1, 2 & 3 just state 3" or 33 playing area: 
@ The article on MAIL232 LIFE which accompanies the review shows a “simple 


disc size and send a cheque for £9.50 to:- 
David Landers 
Brinkburn Garden Cottage 
Long Framlington 
Morpeth NE65 8AR 
Or send an SAE (19p) for further details. 


glider”. This is actually an 'r’ - not a glider. 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT PREVIOUSLY PLAYED LIFE, WE RECOMMEND, AS AN 
ALTERNATIVE TO THE ABOVE, OUR GAME LIFE1 (only 50p). 

THESE GAMES ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN 3” OR 3.5” FORMAT. 


A DISK IS NOT SUPPLIED - send Sel og or double density formatted disk. 
Second class postage rates in the UK ari ieee, 29p up to 100g. 


COMPILATION: £7.50 (disk supplied, 8000-series onty) 30 OXO's, Game of L's, 


Prisoners’ Dilemma. 
Instruction leaflets to accompany all games are available free on request. 


av 


Computer Disk Problems? 


BES AS SES 


apes Sey 
Attention All PCW Users! 


Q. Are you hoarding software for the Amstrad 
>CW/PcW and which you no longer require? 

2. Are you looking to acquire a particular piece of 
oftware for your PCW? 

). Does the cost of placing an advertisement in 
he national PCW magazines put you off? 


f the answer to any of these questions is “Yes”, 
ren the PCW “Software-Zizk” database may be 
ble to help you. 

CW “Software-Zink” was conceived a year ago 
then it became clear that thousands of PCW users 
aid odd pieces of software they no longer 
quired, and many hundreds of users looking for a 
iiety of software, eSpecially those which are no 
nger in production. What was needed was a 
ethod of putting buyers and sellers touch with 
i¢ another, hence PCW “Software-Zik” was 
m, and has now assisted hundreds of PCW 
ers. 

urently, there are some 250 individual pieces of 
"W software registered on the database as being 
iilable for sale or exchange (including games, 


sl 
wv 


AMAA ATS 


EBS NEN SCS AS MA aa ee sg 


SEM 


Don't Panic! 


it 
* 


eadsheets, word processing and utilities etc.), Fat 

s in the region of 100 separate pieces of = 

tware sought by a number of users. is 

recess the databese for sales or hases, there is a one-off ‘= Call the Experts... 

as To obtain full details of how the 3 

ce operates, and how i may assist you, simply send a large sac tx EA 

Database Manager, PCW “Software-Liak; Dept 8, 

Porifield Close, BEXHILL-ON-SEA, East Sussex, TN402ER = Xt 
&3 

aeianmlll to PCW users on an extircly = 0892 835974 
5 


wer 2 BSE 
Dave's Disk Doctor Service 


a er 
THE UNVEMJET AND THE s-BITS 


I have just bought a modem with software, cabling and connections to see whether 
8-bit computers can benefit from some sort of Internet connection. So far, 4 believe 
that while E-mail and access to Bulletin Boards through a service such as Compuserve 
is possible and easy (both were actively advertised in the early days of the PCW and 
CPC magazines), logging on to the full Internet system is not because of the 
SLIP/PPP protocol, which requires a different memory configuration than an 8-bit 
- computer can offer. 


There have been doubts raised about the limited RAM, but this would not seem to 
be an insurmountable problem. My CPC has an expansion to bring it up to 384k, and 
PCWs can have a lot more that this with expansions and hard drives. So far, I have 
not come found any Spectrum, Coupé or Commodore C64 users who have added memory to 
over 500k, although I hear they could and that hard drives are available. I think 
the Sam Coupé could be the ‘Dark Horse' of the 8-bit world - more powerful than any 
of the 'Big 4' and well-supported through user groups. The 'speed' objection would 
seem to be more a matter of on-line costs rather than whether the system would work. 
If anything pulled off a database of one sort or another can be dumped to disc as it 
comes in then, as long as disc swaps are requested as each one fills up, there 
shouldn't be any objection to large text files. 


Picture files are trickier as each computer has its own preferred format(s), 
even if they can be persuaded to read most of the others! favourites! My son has 
just converted some PC graphics artwork to be acceptable to my CPC version of 
Microdesign, and it could also be converted easily to be read by the PCW version of 
Microdesign. This is being covered in 8BIT. But doing an instant conversion as a 
-PCX file (or whatever) comes down the wire sounds much more difficult. 


There are BBs for owners of all the 8-bit computers and CP/M users. For 
example, one I have just received details of is OMEGA BBS 0181 393 6226 (8pm-2am) 
who have given Softsell Software Hire (for the Spectrum & Sam) a page. Connection 
details are 8-N-1 to 14400bps. Thanks, Joyce. 


I have just heard from Paul Westlake at PCW-PD who has sent the following 
(slightly edited) information: ’ 


"Using ftpmail (file transfer protocol) on internet you send a request to a 
ftpmail server as any access to a Bulletin Board Server and log off. This will find | 
your email worldwide and puts it in your BBS postbox when done. It can take a couple 
of days due to demand. MKBBS updates 3 times a day. Newsgroups are stored and files 
tagged so you only get what you have not already seen. 


MKBBS charges £15 per year + £1 per Mb Internet mail in/out with the first 2Mb 
free on membership. BBS mail is free. Paul Bartlett is the SYSOP {system operator} 
and is considering opening a CP/M forum if demand is sufficient. He already has PCW, 


CPC and Spectrum users. 


116k of information takes about 20mins to come in. This costs about £1 so in 
this case a disc in a bag through the post would have been cheaper. Some conversion 
work needs to be done (off-line) to make the files readable by Locoscript. " 


Paul Westlake will provide copies of fuller information upon receipt of a PCW 
720k format disc and return post (you might try asking for a written version if you 
can't read a PCW disc.) His address is 27, Highltey Close, Rifle Range Estate, 
KIDDERMINSTER, Worcs.DY11 7NZ and his phone number is 01908 225791. His Email number 
is paul.pcw.pd@mkbbs.co.uk, if you are already connected. ; 


There is a lot more information in his letter and this will be the subject of a 
longer piece in the next issue. All contributions gratefully received. 


ne Ee 
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CAC USERS CLUB 


WACCT: THE INSIDE INFO 
The club offers its members not only the best CPC magazine for 
the serious user but... 

* Public Domain Software Library 


* Homegrown Software Library 
% Tape Software Library 


for the benefit of members, 


% Book Library 
% And auch such fore... 
The club, founded in 1986, is run on a non-profit making basis, by nenbers 


FOR A FREE SAMPLE COPY OF THE CLUB MAGAZINE SEND A 29p STAMP 10; 


Paul Dwerryhouse, 7, Brunswood Green, Hawarden, Deeside, Clwyd CHS 3JA 


WoW SOFTWARE 
ADVENTURES FOR THE 464 & 6128 


NEW ADVENTURES AUTHOR CASSETTE 
SIMPLY MAGIC M&JTREWHELLA £2 
CRISPIN CRUNCHY M&JTREWHELLA £2 

TIME M& J TREWHELLA £2 

ALL 3 GAMES ON 1 DISC 

ORB QUEST (Four Parts) PaTstmt 5 

THE TALISMAN OF POWER CHRIS BURY £2 
POWER CURSE (Two Parts) ADRIAN CONN: £3 
ADVENTURES OF ZEBEDEE GONG DARREN £2 
JUSTICE (Two Parts) ANGELA SWINBOURNE £3 
BEYOND THE DARK MIRROR RCD ENTERPRISES £2 
WHO'S AFRAID OF THE BALROG? MARLON £2 
ESCAPE FROM PRISON PLANET (Two Parts) PETER CLARK DISC ONLY 
HOUNDS OF HELL (Two Parts) PETER CLARK DISC ONLY 
A MIDSUMMER DAY'S OREAM (Two Parts) PETER CLARK DISC ONLY 
(All Above Games - 464 of 6128 of PCW) 2 Gameson 1 Disc £7 3Gameson 1 Disc 
“DREAM - Parts 1 2 - “PIRATE PROBLEMS~ CLARK GAC Tape - £3 
“DREAM” - Parts 3 & 4 - WONDERLAND” PETER CLARK GAC Tape - £3 
Leslee ehh Mines a M & MJ CREWDSON 3 

THE ANGELICUS ANSWE! M &MJCREWDSON £2 


THE ANGELICUS SAGA & ANGELICUS ANSWER M& MJ CREWDSON 


4ELVERA - MISTRESS OF THE PARK BOS ADAMS 

SRUE-KNAPPED BOB ADAMS 

JELVERA & GRUE-KNAPPED 808 ADAMS 

AAGICIAN'S APPRENTICE SIMON AVERY 
*RISON BLUES SIMON AVERY 
‘OTAL REALITY DELUSION SIMON AVERY 
JANGER! ADVENTURER AT WORK! SIMON AVERY 
JANGER! ADVENTURER AT WORK TWO! SIMON AVERY 
‘ERBIL RIOT OF 67 SIMON AVERY 
(ANCES WITH BUNNY RABBITS SIMON AVERY 


hoose one of the above Simon Avery games on disc at £4 


and Add one of more games at £1 each Fort Example:- 
THIEF'S TALE (Three Parts) SIMON AVERY 
THIEF'S TALE + Any 3 Simon Avery Games 
Day in the Life of a TUPPERWARE SALESMAN GRIMWOLD 
GRIMWOLO'S 81G ADVENTURE - FREE! 
ERLIN (Two Parts) MICHAEL HUNT 
2E-HISTORY MICHAEL HUNT 
\RKON BLUES JASON DAVIS 
RKON BLUES ft (Two Parts) JASON DAVIS 
f€ SMIRKING HORROR JASON DAVIS 
SUP Inc. JASON DAVIS 
RKON BLUES I & f & SMIRKING HORROR JASON DAVIS 
RKON BLUES | &ff, SMIRKING & HELP Inc. JASON DAVIS 


R PETE'S SAKE (Two Parts) PCW, 6128 & 464 
tee Game - FRED'S NIGHTMARE 


STEPHEN BOYD 


2 GAMES ON 1 DISC 
£2 
£2 

2 GAMES ON 1 DISC 


6 GAMES ON 1 DISC 
£4 

4 GAMES ON 1 DISC 
£3 


3 GAMES ON 1 DISC 
4 GAMES ON 1 O1SC 


DISC ONLY 


oIsc ESCAPE FROM HODGKINS’ MANOR (PAW) 
RED ALERT (Two Parts) (PAW) 
BEGINNING OF THE END (Two Parts) (PAW) 


ALL PAW GAMES - 464 or 6128 or PCW 


THE TAXMAN COMETH (464 or 6128) (GAC) 
TAX RETURNS (464 or 6128) (GAC) 
THE Patt DEMANDS ar 6138 GAC) 


wv) 
ALL PAW GAMES - 464 or 6128 of POW 


GAMES FOR CHILDREN 
THE LAST SNOWMAN (PERSONALISED) 
THE BIG TOP 
SEVEN LOST GNOMES 
THE CASE OF THE MIXED-UP SHYMER 
2 GAMES ON 1 DISC £5 


THE TRIAL OF ARNOLD BLACKWOOO 

ARNOLO GOES TO SOMEWHERE ELSE 

THE WISE AND FOOL OF ARNOLD BLACKWOOD 
ANGELIQUE A GRIEF ENCOUNTER 

BRAWN FREE 


LOST PHIRIOUS PART 1 - THE CASIOPIA 
LOST PHIRIOUS PART 2 - THE PLANETS 
LOST PHIRIOUS PART 3 - FALKRHANON 


BLACK KNIGHT (Two Parts) 
ATALAN 
BLACK KIIGHT & ATALAN 


CITY FOR RANSOM 

PANIC BENEATH THE SEA (Two Parts) 
PROJECT ANNIHILATION 

RANSOM & PANIC & PROJECT ANNIHILATION 


PROJECT X - MICROMAN 

FLOOK (Two Parts) 

CRYSTAL THEFT 

COLOITZ ESCAPE (Two Parts) 
THE SOUND OF HIM (New Game) 


VIDEOWORLD (Two Parts) (Save to Tape” Onty) 


THE WORLOWIDE AMSTRAO 


* Telephone Helplines 


JONATHAN SCOTT DISC ONLY £4 
JONATHAN SCOTT DISC ONLY £s 
JONATHAN SCOTT OSC ONLY £5 
IGAMESONIDISC £8 

STEVE CLAY £2 TAPE ONLY 

STEVE CLAY £2 TAPE ONLY 

STEVE CLAY £2 TAPE ONLY 
STEVE CLAY DISC ONLY £4 
STEVE CLAY DISC ONLY £4 
STEVE CLAY DISC ONLY £4 
2GAMESON1DISCES 3GAMESONIDISC £6 
M & MJ CREWDSON £2 £4 
RONNIE SLATER £2 £4 
DOROTHY JONES £2 £4 


SANDRA SHARKEY £2 
3GAMESON1DISC £6 4 GAMES ON 1 DISC 


COLIN HARRIS £2 
COLIN HARRIS £2 
COLIN HARRIS £2 
COLIN HARRIS £2 
COUIN HARRIS £2 
5S GAMES ON 1 DISC 
NEIL SCRIMGEOUR £1.50 
NEIL SCRIMGEOUR £150 
NEIL SCRIMGEOUR £150 
3 GAMES ON 1 DISC 
MANDY RODRIGUES £3 
MANDY RODRIGUES £2 
MANDY RODRIGUES 2 GAMES ON 1 DISC 
JOHN PACKHAM £2 
JOHN PACKHAM £3 
JOHN PACKHAM £2 
JOHN PACKHAM 3 GAMES ON 1 DISC 
T KEMP/J LEMMON £2 
DAVIO OYA £3 
PAUL WILSON £150 
FRANK FRIOD = 
FRANK FRIDO 


ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE OF FIRST CLASS POSTAGE WITHIN THE UK. 
PLEASE ADD £1 TO COVER ADDITIONAL POSTAGE FOR OVERSEAS MAIL 


CROSSED CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO: JG PANCOTT 


ADDRESS: 78 RADIPOLE LANE, WEYMOUTH, DORSET 074 SRS 


TELEPHONE: 0305 784155 1pm to 10pm 
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NOTES FOR ADVERTISERS: 


1) Please help other readers by giving 
your town's name and county if you are 


only quoting a phone number eg: 01353 


(Ely, Cambs) 777006. 


2) Please quote the new version of 


your phone code otherwise I just might 


print the old one. 


3) Please show any time restrictions 
you would like considered. 


4) Please give a name which a contact 
can ask for. 


5) Adverts for the next "8BIT" must be 
received by 15th March 1995 


* * * * 


AMSTRAD POW = FOR SALE 


Amstrad PCW8256 with Printer, RS232,.. 


manual and several programs incl Word 
Processor. Ideal for. home office 
£1000n0, Phone. John 01929 554109 REF:L 


“PCW DUPLICATE BRIDGE SCORING 


PROGRAM for Mitchell movements. 5- 15.. 
tables and..up to 33 boards. Prints 
separate N/S .and.-E/W ‘results .. ‘and... 


analysis. 3" or’ 34" disc. £12. Four 
Games. plus vehicle fuel record program 
£5, .or. the ‘lot. on. one ‘disc, £15. 
Telephone: 01522 "721512 for” ‘details. 
REF:F 


AMSTRAD PGW = WANTED 


WANTED: Rombo Vidi set-up for a 
PCW, complete ‘with instructions. Must 
be working! Please send details of 
price etc to: Mike Elliston, 96, 
Sparrows Herne, . BASILDON, Essex SS16 
5EX 2,  . . . BERS 


WANTED: Protext wordprocessor in a 
recent version. It is to run on a PCW, 
but CP/M Protext as supplied for a CPC 
6128 is. the same. Please telephone: 


01202 876807 if you can help. REF:F. 


COMMODORE = FOR SALE 


SIXTY-FOUR! .is an exciting new 


fanzine dedicated to Commodore ga 


computers. It contains all_ sorts of 
C64-related material and even comes 
with a cover disk from *Pssue 3 
containing exclusive demos of upcoming 
games. For more information write to 
SIXTY-FOUR! 5, Crane Avenue, Yaxley, 
PETERBOROUGH, Cambs PE7 3JH. . REFSL 


C64 games for sale from £1- 
including Codemasters titles and many 
more. Interested? Contact Denise, 48, 
Eastern Avenue, CHIPPENHAM, Wilts. 
SN15 3LW. Send SAE for lists REF:H 


"EQNTS FOR GEOS/1" - 21 original 
fonts for use with Geos. Most have 
multiple point sizes with pound (£) 
signs. Includes a graphic font to help 
design special dividers in. your 
documents. 1541 disk. £3.99 including 
p&p in UK. Michael OD Pearson, 31, 
Saxon Close, Stratford upon Avon, 
Warwickshire CV37 7DX REE i 


COMMODORE = WANTED 


WANTED: COMMODORE _FORMAT 40 (Jan 
1994) in _mint condition with/without 
covertape. Also Wanted --€64 cassettes 
in mint condition of: Jet Set Willy 1, 
Dictator by Dk' Tronics, Graham Souness. 
International Soccer. and Multimixx 5. __ 
Good prices paid. S. Ross, . By Deanbank |. 


Street, DUNDEE DD2 2EA.. . ... .REF:F 


WANTED: SOFTWARE for the Commodore 
C16 and Plus 4 computers. Also wanted 
Commodore 1581. disc. drive. -Anything 
considered, i.e. tapes, - disks, mags, | 
books. Contact Peter. with details on. . 
01444 440647. Thank You. ot -» REESD.. 


. . . ee ae 
ANSTRAD pe =. FOR SALE 


PD FUN. Games, Demos, Slide.Shows, 
Adventures, for the AMSTRAD CPC. 50p 
per selection. Write now and get every 
other selection you order at_ half 
price. 3" and 3%" discs supported. 
Send SSAE to PD Fun, Folly Farm, Cold. 
Ashton, CHIPPENHAM, Wilts. SN14 8JR. 

" er ee. 


AMSTRAD CPC464 (with a GT65 
monitor), a joystick, and manuals. - 
Only £45. Roy Firth, 7, Burned Grove, 
Shelf, HALIFAX HX3 7PU- REF: F 
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BUMPER BUNDLE of CPC Software for 
sale, mainly games, some utilities. 
146 boxed tapes with instructions, 40 
unboxed tapes with no instructions, 28 
boxed discs with instructions. For 
sale as one lot at only £50 ono. (List 
is available for further information). 
Steve Lee, 48, Field Road, Ramsey, 
HUNTINGDON, Cambs PE17 1JP. Telephone: 
01487 814043. REF:F 


AMSTRAD CPC464 AND COLOUR MONITOR 
£40; CPC6128 ROM chip £15; ‘Dart 


Electronics Light Pen and _ software 


£15; CP/M+ ext £25; Unformatted 3" 
discs £1 each. Many utilities, games, 
books, and magazines. For details send 
a SAE to Julian Cater, 29, St Leonards 
Road, LONDON SW14 7LY or Tel: 0181 287 
2539 — REF:D 


BARGAIN CPC GEAR: CPC6128 Computer ° 


with Internal drive, colour monitor, 


MP2 modulator, Romboxes, a Fleet EPROM 
programmer, new a k_EPROMS, 


an RS232 interface, joysticks, a Dart 


Scanner, ABBA and ~ third ~ drive 


Switches, FD1 drives, Multiface 2, 
Lightpen, RAM-ROM, Training System, 


erious and games software,. Amstrad 
Action cover-tapes, manuals, clip art, 
new 3" and 3%" discs; dise¢ boxes, 


covers, and more. Phone for Vist, ° 


David 0181 519 9423. REPS 


AMSTRAD ‘CPC WANTED 


WANTED FOR A CPC: ' A Roribo Rombox 
in good condition, a Protext ROM, | 
Comparator Disc Utility by Verysoft - 


(as reviewed January '94 in Amstrad 


Action), DD1i or FD1 drisc drive, 256k 


Memory—expansion, EEPROM Blower, all 


with instructions. Please either phone 
01841 520875 with price you want or 
write to P Curgenven, The Hollyar Bay 
Rd, Trevone Bay, Nr Padstow, Cornwall 
PL28 8QZ REF:H 


Wanted for CPC: Pipeline Software 
games and utilities as mine have 
corrupted (I have proofs of receipt.) 
I am also looking for ‘Dark Side' 
(Freescape) and "Scapeghost' by Level 
9 Adventures on disc. Help also wanted 
on '‘Driller', machine’ code, and a 
Multiface. Contact Nicholas Campbell 
on 01238 541716 or write to me at: 24, 
Ballyminstragh Road, Killinchy, 


es 
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Newtownards, Co Down, Northern Ireland 
BT23 6RE © REFYE 


WANTED - A copy of "Amstrad Bridge 
Player", published by CP Software 
(Leeds), at a reasonable price. A disc 
copy with instructions preferred. Send 
details to: Gordon Woolliscroft, 2, 
Wrenbeck Drive, OTLEY, “West Yorkshire 
L$21 2BR or Tel: 01943 463718 REFS £ 


WANTED: Third drive switch and/or 
an ABBA switch for CPC6128. Derek 
Roberts, 22, Maes Gruffydd, Trefnant, 
DENBIGH, Clwyd LL16 4UL. REF:D 


WANTED: Amstrad Action issues 2 
and 109. £5 paid for each. Please 
phone Tyron on 01554 810521. Ref :E 


WANTED: Protext wordprocessor in a 
recent version. It is to run on a PCW, 
but CP/M Protext as supplied for a CPC 
6128 is the same. Please telephone: 
01202 876807 if you can help. REF EP 


WANTED FOR A CPC: Multiface II and 
inside help on getting tapes on to 
disc. Also an. unbugged version of 
Mindtrap and help with programs. 
Contact: Mrs. Christine Raisin, 117,° 
Tilbury Rise, Cinderhill, NOTTINGHAM, 
NOTTS NG8 6DE. 0115 9765163. REF:E 


"DISC BASE' with’ manual for’ . 
Amstrad CPC. £6 incl p&p. RE Hobday 
43, Cody Road, Clapham, BEDFORD, Beds 
MK41 6ED REF:F 


"ROMBO ROMBOX' wanted for original 
Amstrad CPC 6128. State the price 
wanted. Apply: Mr RE Hobday, 43, Cody 
Road, Clapham, BEDFORD, Beds. MK41 6ED 

. REF: F 


BOOKS WANTED: The Amstrad Disc. 
Companion for the CPC 464, 664 and 
6128 by Simon Williams. Published by 
Sigma press 1987. Also CP/M Plus 
Handbook: Operator's and Programmers's 
Guide For The Amstrad CPC 6128 and PCW 
8256. Published by Digital Research 
Inc. 1987. Details to: John Walker 
01752 706266. REF :F 


Wanted for the Amstrad CPC 6128: 
these ADVENTURES ON DISC - Hitch 
Hikers Guide to the Galaxy (Infocom), 
Ingrid's Back (Level 9), Old Scores 


——--——_—— 


(Global Software), these GAMES ON DISC 
- Knight Games (English Software), 
Meltdown (Alligator), AMSTRAD ACTION 
MAGAZINES issues 1-7 inclusive. Cover 
price offered. Contact: Mrs Jo Wood, 
38, Stonehill Drive, Rooley Moor, 
ROCHDALE, Lancs OL12 7JN. Telephone: 
01706 861185 REF: F 


THE DISCZINE IMPACT needs more 
writers! For more info write to: 53, 
High Lane, Burslem,. STOKE ON TRENT, 
Staffs ST6 7DF. You don't get paid - 
after all, IMPACT's PD! REF: F 


DMP2160 PRINTER HEAD WANTED. Would 


someone out there know where I would 
get a printer head for an Amstrad 
DMP2160 printer? Is there any supplier 
that still has them in stock? If there 
is, will you please let me know the 
suppliers' name and address. Mr John 
Jordan, 13, The Green, Lanesboro, Co 
Longford EIRE REF:G 


WANTED: The “Admiral Graf Spee" 
and "Seduction" for the CPC. Also 32k 
Ram card for Star LC24-20 printer. 
Dave Caleno, 29, Chapter Road, Strood, 
ROCHESTER, Kent. ME2 3PX (01634 724262 
8.30-10.30pm) ov REF: F 


GAG - MISCELLANEOUS 
GD.PD: The ultimate in PD software at 


only 25p per disc side (copy charge) 
for your Amstrad CPC. For .the GD.PD 


list send an SAE ‘to: Dave Stitson, 6, 


Connaught Avenue, Mutley, PLYMOUTH, 
Devon PL4 7BX REF: L 


ARE YOU A FRUSTRATED AMSTRAD CPC 
USER seeking help and support? Then 
why not join the United Amstrad User 
Group for a_ bi-monthly magazine, free 
PD material, concessions and support, 
all for £8 per annum. Send SAE to 
Gordon Wooliscroft, 2, Wrenbeck Drive, 
Otley, West Yorkshire LS21 2BR. for 
details. REF:F 


SLEEPWALKER PDS-Something Good for 
your Amstrad! We supply quality public 
domain software on 3" discs for the 
Amstrad CPC range of computers. For a 
6-page PD catalogue, including details 
of the best Amstrad fanzines, send a 
stamped and self-addressed envelope 
to: SLEEPWALKER PDS (8BM), 9, Meeting 


House Lane, Balsall Common, W Midlands 
CV7 7FX « REF:F 


IMPACT - Yes this Crazy¥ discma 
can be yours, free! For a copy send a 
disc and SSAE to: IMPACT, 53, High 
Lane, Burslem, STOKE-ON-TRENT, Staffs. 
ST6 7DF. Issues 1-5 available (please 
state which when ordering) REF: F 


KING ARTHUR'S DOMAIN PD Library. 
Send SSAE and a disc to: K.A.D., 
Brympton Cottage, Brunswick Road, 
WORTHING, Sussex BN11 3NQ. No SSAE - 
no reply! REF: FDPP 


Can anyone help me obtain an 
instruction manual for a Sam Coupé? I 
have the machine but no manual. Please 
send details to: Mr RJ Reynolds, 42, 
Claremont Crescent, CRAYFORD, Kent. 
DA1 4RJ Ref :D 


SINCLAIR SPECTRUM = FOR SALE 


ZX Spectrum+3 Disc Drive computer, 
c/w power supply,: joystick, Multiface 
3, Magnum light phaser with disc, user 
manual; complete package £35 + p&p. ZX 
Spectrum+2 cassette drive computer, 
c/w Power supply, Joystick, a Currah . 
speech interface, user manual; .the 
complete package £18 + p&p. Send SAE 
for list of books, tapes,.discs to Mr 
R Firth, 7, Burned Grove, HALIFAX HX3 
7PU _ 5 %G, Spabietcets 


SINCLAIR SPECTRUM - WANTED 


WANTED FOR A SPECTRUM +2A.. Any 
print and/or graphics programs. Output 
to be printed out on an Epson printer. 
Also wanted: Any old platform and 
ladder-games. Any Plus D owners who 
would like to share any information or 
discs write to: John Turner, 58, 
Burnside, PARBOLD, Lancs WN8 7PE 

REF: I 


WANTED OLD SPECCY STUFF. Does 
anyone have any. Wafas, Interface Two 
Roms or any other interesting old 
Sinclair bits; (a 128k keypad? 
Multiface +3?, or even a ZX80 or flat 
screen TV??) Please write to: Eifion 
Bedford, 19, sea Road, ABERGELE, Clwyd 
LL22 7TE REF:L 


Page C 


SCELLANEOUS 


LOADS OF CPC PCW PC APRICOT SEGA 
NINTENDO stuff. Send 2 first class 
stamps to: Angela Cook, Brympton 
Cottage, Brunswick Road, WORTHING, 
Sussex BN11 3NQ. REF: FDPP 


APPLE II COMPUTER, also an Apple 
II monitor plus manual. Offers Please 
phone John 01929 554109 REF FL 


WANTED: A SHEETFEEDER for a Canon 
BJ10ex printer. If you can help please 
telephone: 01202 876807 REF: F 


BBC WANTED: "The L Game", a text 
adventure for the BBC series of 
computers. I Will pay “£5. Rob Watson, 
"Harrowden", 39, High Street, Sutton, 
ELY, Cambs. CB6 2RA or any evening you 
can Telephone: 01353 777006 REF:L 


— * * * 
THE NOTICEBOARD 


I hope‘ youwent “after one of the 


cheap" Spectrums being offered ‘by OXFAM’ 


through the last issue ‘of ‘SBIT Mart. 


This ‘very worthy ‘organisation. get’ a. 
number of” items ‘of interest to 8-bit ° 
computer ~ users “handed an “to their 


shops : for resale. 


What they'have to “éffer tends 4a? 
be pretty ‘irresistable at the prices. 
asked;-especially when you consider” 


they are all checked for electrical 
safety before resale. Whether you want 
a spare computer or want to have a go 
with a di fferent ” one’ they should be 
worth a try. “Collection * needs ‘to be 
arranged from the shop in ESHER, 
Surry, but'if‘ you will find this a 
problem, give me a call on 0353 777006 
and I am sure we can work something 
out." baie - 

’ Brian Watson 


THE INDEPENDENT 8-BIT ASSOCIATION 
(IEBA) This is ~~ an information service 
for Users’ and ° Groups. They issue a 
quarterly newsletter and have special 
offers'for members. ‘Membership costs 


just £1 ‘for individuals, or £4°for 


businesses, user groups, ‘ or services. 
For more information: write to either: 


Martin Scholes at 5, Beacon Flats, 


Wellington, TELFORD, Shropshire. TF1 
1RG or D Blackburn, 33, Dawley Bank, 
TELFORD, Shropshire TF4 2LQ. Enclose 
an SSAE for your reply. 


CHIG GOMPUTER GC is one of the 
longest ee user . groups 
covering 8-bit (and other) computers. 
Benefits include a network list of 
dealers (with offers for members), and 
a newsletter with a supplement for 
your computer's Special Interest 
Group. For full information and a copy 
of the CHIC newsletter please send a 
SSAE large enough to take an unfolded 
A5 sheet to CHIC, PO Box 121, Gerrards 
Cross, Bucks SL8 9JP. 


The UNITED AMSTRAD USER GROUP was 
founded in 1986 by a group of CPC- 
owning enthusiasts. The group is now 
well established with a friendly and 
mutually-supportive membership which 
extends throughout the world. They 
feel they have been so_ successful 
because they offer many of the same 
services as other computer owner clubs 
but for a considerably Tower fee; just . 
£8 for their’ UK members, £11. stor. =. 
Europe, and £15.25 for the rest of the. 
world. © This includes a year's 
subscription to the bi-monthly ‘CPC 
USER', and access to about 6 megabytes 
of free PD software of all sorts, . 


ranging from clever demos of the ~~ 


various .CPC machines’ capabilities to 
sophisticated. business : programs, — 
passing through games, art programs, 
data bases, word | processors, and. 
programming languages on the way. : 


These are mainly on disc but some. 
are on tape as well. If you senda 
disc or tape the only cost to members > 
is the return postage. There is also a 
book library which operates on the 
same basis and a helpline network. 


Membership also confers discounts 
through suppliers of software and 
other computer equipment. If you would 
like to receive full details senda 
SAE to: Tony Baker, UAUG, 26, Uplands 
Crescent, FAREHAM, Hants P016 7SY. If 
you would like to receive a sample” 
copy of the group's magazine ‘CPC 
USER', please include either a cheque 
or postal order for £1.50 with your 
SAE. Tony Baker - Chairman UAUG 
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Se. and Pornogragny 


When I mentioned to a couple of readers that I was looking for Valentine's Day 
ideas for the February/March issue, she suggested “sex, pornography and bad language 
in computing" as items which should be addressed at some time. While not quite what 
I had in mind, I thought it fair enough as an area for debate. 


What I've seen of pornography and bad language in 8-bit computing, and that's 
quite a bit over the years, is very much in the ‘schoolboy humour' grade of 
muckiness. The Demo programs which show off the sound and colour capabilities of the 
various 8-bits frequently, in fact very frequently, have scrolling messages 
including some fairly raw language, often directed at other machine coders. I note 
in passing that the speed some of these fly across the screen makes them quite hard 
to read sometimes, especially if they are in German, French, or Spanish. For 
goodness sake, if your going to do it, slow down a bit if you want to get your 


message read! 


Going back through the old "glossies" researching this piece (honestly), I came 
across a PD library specialising in .CUT files of, shall we say, “an adult nature." 
I do not feel inclined to give details here, especially as they may not ncw be 
trading. It did seem a fairly limited area of interest. 


What has stirred up the topic again recently in the media is the fact that the 
clarity of image capable from the big-brained computers with high resolution 
monitors, and even the incorporation of increasingly smooth animation, gets nearer 
to the photographic quality of magazines or films. = 


Images of people in various stages of undress have been available through many 
PD libraries for years. These were created using one sort of art package or another, 
or scanned in, and then edited to produce a screen file or clip art. With the 
technology available, the end results are still a good deal Jess’ than 
photographically realistic and are unlikely to inflame the passions or pass as 
"tending to deprave or corrupt", even in the terms of the sort of magazines on 
newsagents' top shelves. Generally, but not always, it is mildly deameaning to women 
and this is sad, but not untypical of the genre. 


There is perhaps an argument that availabilty through the PD library sources 
bypasses the '‘embarrassment-as-censorship' factor of buying pin-up magazines from 
newsagents but, as mentioned before, the images are of such inferior quality that I 
really don't feel they are worth making a fuss about except in one aspect. 


That aspect is the eiement of secrecy. Apparently, quite a few Internet users 
often adopt cross-gender roles when using the electronic equivalent of chatlines. 
The motives for this are probably as many as the number of people involved, but in a 
recent radio programme several reported feeling "safer" on-line masquerading as the 
opposite sex. Especially weird to me was the fact that this was happening in both 
directions; men pretending to be women, and vice versa. I've played role-playing 
games face-to-face and by mail, but this seems to be a very particular twist on the 
notion of existence in a virtual reality. 


To conclude, I feel that playing games is one thing, and as harmless as “make 
pretend" in the playground or dressing up in the local pantomime, but if someone 
feels they need to keep the ownership of this kind of stuff from one's nearest and 
‘dearest I would argue that is a much more unfortunate effect of the material on 
mutual trust and the nature of relationships. 


I would be very pleased to hear other people's views on this subject. I realise 
it is a sensitive issue, so would be prepared to publish opinion without crediting 
the source if asked. 
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ART PROGRAN FILES FILE CONYERSTON 


Last issue I mentioned in passing that transferring files between the different 
versions of Micro-Design for the PCWs and CPCs was a piece of gateau and promised to 
say how this time. 


PCW users have a much larger range of images available through the various 
suppliers, but they tend to be much more expensive than those which can be got from 
CPC sources. So each has advantages and disadvantages. In terms of quality I have 
found no real difference. 


There are two stages of problem to be overcome: (1) the different disc formats 
and (2) the different file names. This is how it's done: 


CPC to PCW: Since a PCW with a 3" drive can read CPC-format 3" discs directly this 
is the easiest conversion. Simply rename the MD file's suffix from .DR to .MDA. And 
that's it. If you've only got a PCW with a 3%" drive you will need to find someone 
with a 3" drive as well to act as middleman for the transfer. CPCs can format and 
read 34" discs too, but I am advised these are less readable by PCWs. I am told the 
Jatest version of Microdesign can read these files too, although it produces .MDB 
files itself. 


PCW to CPC: This is only slightly less easy. You will need DES by Campursoft, or 
another program through a PD library to enable you to read the PCW-format disc. Then 

it is just a case of renaming the file(s) suffix(es) from .MDA to .DR. If you are a 

registered owner of the CPC version of Microdesign, Campursoft will provide a free 
conversion program if you send them a disc and return postage in a jiffybag. If 
files are too big to import into any of the three page formats this conversion 

rogram will split it into manageable parts. 
pies ' ising’ AMSTRAD 


FY SID MICROSYSTEMS SS CPC USERS 


= (DEPT CPC), PO BOX 24, 
ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK. 


Are you getting the very best from your display? 
All too often the display settings are incorrect 
with perhaps too much colour, or contrast. 


o3Fl)NR17 1HL (0953) 483750" 
CPC SOFTWARE: CPC SUPPLIES: 


All programs are supplied on 3” QUALITY DIscs:— Our "SETUPROG" has all the necessary colour 
di 1 ed. AMSO: * BACH. ..ccc0s * = : 7 
SAGs PUBLISHER £25.00 | BOk ori... zi7.80 bars, test patterns and detailed information for 
The ultimate DIP (text & graphics) Suitable for all CPCs and PCWs. 


you to obtain really professional results, from as 


package for 126K CPCs. 85% AA 100. 3.5" DSDD PER 10.......... £5.00 
Ideal for designing letterheads, Suitable f 11 720k drives. . = : 
newsletters, posters and much more. | 3.5" HD PER 10.......... e730 little as £1.50 +p&p. For full details send SAE 


PICTURE Discs £12-50 Suitable for 1.44 MB PC drives. 
Cliip-art Discs 1 6 2 for Page $.25" (360k) PER 10....... £5.00 
s: 


10;- 


Publisher or Stop Press (state). DRIVE CLEANERS: ftw 
GRAPHMASTER £15.00 3”, 3.5" or S$.25" abl... £4.00 JWG So i! are, S 
Displays figures as bars, lines or BOXES: 

pie charts et-. Full disc version. 40 capacity 3.5" (30x3")..i£5.00 31 Cornmi Is Road, oham, 
GENERAL LEDGER £30.00 | 80 capacity 3.5“ (60x3")..£7.50 Ely, Cambs. CB7 5AT. 
Simplified Cash Book accounting for 100 capacity $.25"........ £7.50 

the self-employed. (6128). PAPER PRODUCTS: 


STOCK ACCOUNTS 440.00 LISTING PAPER PER BOX....£15.00 
Integrated stock control/invoicing ADDRESS LABELS PER 100... .£2.00 
package for smal! business (6128). ACCESSORIES: 

HOME ACCOUNTS. -+£15.00 Printer Cable 464/6128....£7.50 
Handles Bank accounts, credit cards Printer Cable 464/6128+...£5.00 


COMMODORE MAGIC 


and savings. Full disc version. Monitor Copy Holder....... £4.00 

MAILING LIsT-.-. -+12-50 Mouse Mat (anti-static)...£2.50 

Address Manager and Label Printer. Mouse House (eles es pocket) £2 One of the best C64 User Groups! We have a 
DiSC—BASE <6. =< £12.50 PRINTER RIBBONS =: ae: 

Creates a master DataBase of all DMP 2000/3000, PCW 6256/9512. In ibr. j 1 j 
your discs and finds files FAST! STAR.ZC-10 all. .c..cces.s £3.00 mini FD, Library, Hints n Tips Service, 
DI BS LO. «2s se £10.00 STAR LC 24-10, CITIZEN 120D/+ = sens 

Card Filer, Calculator, NotePad, CITIZEN SWIFT, DMP 4000. Technical Service, Game Help, and more! 
Diary/Caiendar Printer and more! EPSON MX/FX/RX BO all....£4.00 

BUDGET SOFTWARE RANGE FROM £5.00 ADD P/P: £1.00 PER ITEM (£2.00 

PC & PCW PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE. MAX). SEND CHEQUES/POS OR SAE 


E.G. MINI OFFICE PC £25.00 FOR OUR 12-PAGE CPC CATALOGUE. 


TAPE AND DISK USERS WELCOME! 


PRINTERS 


With CPC or Plus cables. 
CITIZEN 120 £140 
Exceilent Budget 9-PIN 
printer with NLQ modes. 
CITIZEN ABC £4175 
High performance 24-PIN. 
COLOUR OPTION AVAILABLE. 
FOR DELIVERY PLEASE ADD:- 
DRIVES £5. PRINTERS £10. 


3.0° DRIVES 


* The ideal 2ND Drive for 
the CPC 464, 6128 or Plus. 
* Slimline 7“x4"x1" high. 

* Dual modes- AMSDOS (180K) 
and MEGA (800K per disc). 

* FREE pack of 3.5” discs. 
* Complete with connectors. 
cables, PSU & Side Switch. 
PRICE £79-95 


For an information pack, send an SAE to: 


COMMODORE MAGIC 
5 Crane Avenue, Yaxley, Peterborough, 
Cambridgeshire, PE7 3JH 
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MVE Bor A 2, WON WHAT CAN UY OO WITH wT? NUMBER 2 - Commodore C64 


; This is the second in the series on each of the 8-bit machines in turn, and is 

intended to be the kind of introduction to an unfamiliar computer that might be 
useful to someone who has just bought one second-hand and wants a brief summary of 
its best applications. I hope it may also encourage interest in a type of computer 
you do not currently have. I am obliged to Leon Bebbington for this article. His C64 
magazine is available from Commodore Magic. 


Hello folks! It's me; LS Bebbington (who? - rest of the world) I'm going to try 
and answer; "What is the C64 best at?" But first, "I've got a C64, now what can I do 
with it?" I am aiming this at people who are new to the C64, who may have had one 


from Santa, or something. So here goes. 


There are several versions of the C64 which are; The C64 (looks like a Vic 20), 
C64C, C64SX, and C64GS. All these have a full 64k RAM system with 20k of ROM. Each 
computer is fully compatible (except the GS - this only takes C64 cartridges as it 
is a games system.) All these plug straight into any PAL television. 


To help you know what connects to what, if you look at the back of your C64 (not 
GS) you will see the following, from left to right: 


1) Expansion port. Plug-in game cartridges, memory expansions and a rarity known as 
the 34" disk drive. 

2) Low-High. A little switch which allows you to change the output to better suit 
your TV or monitor. If you have a perfect picture and sound this should not need 
changing, but you will need to use something small to switch it if necessary. 

3) RF out. This connects your C64 to any PAL television. 

4) Video. This allows you to plug in any Commodore monitor. 

5) Serial Port. This allows you to plug in disk drives, printers, modems, etc. 

6) Cassette. Home of the aging Datasette. You may also plug in a Data Drive here if 
you have one. 

7) User Port. This was designed to be used for user-designed projects, such as 
controlling robots etc. But I haven't seen much for this at all. 


If you turn the computer to the side so you are looking at the f keys (fi, f2, 
f3 etc), you will see the power input, the power switch, and two joystick ports. 
Logically enough, these are 1 and 2 but, funnily enough, joystick 2 is usually used 
for player 1 and vice versa. 


Now what is the C64 best at? Before I start this part of the article, may I 
point out that even J ask this question sometimes. When I see games such as Final 
Fight, Double Dragon and Street Fighter II. But whenever I load games such as 
Creatures, Lemmings, Buggy Boy, Wizball or Heavenbound etc I return to reality. 


Hmm... It’s hard to say exactly what the C64 is best at. I suppose the C64 is 
probably the 16-bit 8-bit when it comes’ to programming. Effects such as digitising, 
interlacing, FLI pictures, colour mixing, sampling, vector graphics, multiplexors, 
parallax and others have all been done on a C64, and very successfully at that. 
There are even programmers who have done a mixture of these effects (eg interlaced, 
digitised, graphics.) 4096 colours on screen with interlacing, rotating vector 
objects with sampled music, raster colour mixing with a multiplexor, overlaid 
sprites, and parallax scrolling etc. 

This article will be completed in the April/May issue of "8BIT" 


ee ew wee 


Leon Bebbington. 
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BEST BUYS WITH YOUR MMAS WONEY 


It's almost traditional now, isn't it? What does Auntie give a computer-owning 
friend or relative when you don't know the first thing about computers? Answer - 
money: then he or she can make the choice of the most suitable software or gadget. 
So a little of the joy goes out of the process; a little of the anticipation of 
eagerly unwrapping the parcel. But nevertheless it is what Aunties do, so here you 
are, early February and all this cash still unspent because you just cannot make up 
your mind what will be the best way to spend it. 


To help you make up your mind we present the 8BIT Mart Best Buys Guide to suit 
all 8-bit computers and their users, regardless of pocket depth: 


Section 1 - Games Players: 


If you use a joypad rather than a joystick to punch, kick, jump and duck your 
way through games, then treat yourself to a mouse holder. This handy little gadget 
is like a flat box with an open top which sticks to the side of your monitor my 
means of the sticky fixer supplied. There is a slot cut in the mouse holders's outer 
wall and base which lets the lead trail out of the bottom. 


The only snag is that most joypads I have been able to research for this piece 
are wider than most mouse holders. But don't give up yet. I used my trusty, and 
rather rusty, modelling saw to cut out a wide slot across the mouse holder to make 
the joypad fit. So now I don't have the joypad cluttering up the desk or Tei on 
the floor when not it use. Cost: £1 each. 


..And for joystick users? Buy an offcut rectangle of plastic-laminated 
chipboard a little deeper from front to back than your keyboard and about 30cms 
(12") wider. If you fix your keyboard to one end of it with blobs of Blu-Tack the 
suckers on the base of your joystick will provide a wobble-free waggle platform for 
your ‘stick. Four small rubber feet, which can be bought from small and large 
hardware shops, will prevent scratching the surface under the board if you stick 
them at each corner. If the force of your waggling is more than the weight of your 
keyboard can resist use Blu-tack under the platform's rubber feet to prevent the 
whole thing sliding. Cost: £5 


Regardless of what you use to interact with a game, there are still a huge range 
of very inexpensive game compilations available through mail-order companies at the 
moment. I have found these are usually very good value, and often my taste is not 
that of the reviewer who may have rubbished one or more of the games on initial 
release. And if they were right and I hate the game? At the prices charged nowadays 
a compilation has got to be a real stinker to be a complete waste of Auntie's 
cheque. But if it is, you can still transfer the good stuff off a tape in sections 
to minimise compilations' long loading times. And if you get a disc compilation you 
can always re-format the disc. I recently bought a four-game compilation on 3" disc 
for £1.99 and it was much too good to re-format. I also incidentally learned a bit 
of Spanish while playing the games... Cost: £2 


Section 2 - Writers and other ‘serious' users: 


If you're still putting up with a dot-matrix printer and it's associated 
problems of fading ribbons and (according to model) dotty printout, especially in 
draught mode, treat yourself to a new inkjet printer. You will find there are some 
nitwits at the retail end of the computer business who will tell you that, apart 
from a PCW's built-in inkjet printer, 8-bit computers cannot drive them. This is 
nonsense. 


CONTINUE ererene 5 = ass 
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To keep things as simple as just plugging it in and setting a couple of 
switches, choose an inkjet printer which is described as ‘Epson-compatible' in its 
manual or sales ticket description. You may have to ask the hapless assigtant for 
this information as, in my experience, they rarely have it immediately to hand. If 
they appear to act dim, they are probably not acting, so ask to see the manual and 
look it up yourself in the index. If it says 'Epson-compatible' you should find it 
will work without modification with all your existing software. If it only works as 
an IBM Proprinter X24E (or similar) then’ you will probably need to modify some or 


all software - not a job for the technically naive. 


The cheapest way to buy printers is second-hand, or new by mail order from one 
of the companies who advertise in the thick and glossy PC magazines. Slightly more 
expensive, but frequently more personable to deal with are the advertisers in the 
glossy 8-bit computer magazines and, of course, 8BIT Mart. The only things to beware 
of when buying new are the VAT and shipping costs which are probably charged as 
extras. Always check to be sure you know what your bill is going to be. 


I have recently bought a Canon BJ200 from Simply Computers through an 
advertisement in Computer Shopper and found them a pleasure to deal with. There are 
companies who for a modest price will make you up a lead with a appropriate 
connector to suit any variations at the computer end. The connection at the printer 
end is now pretty standard, although some older machines may vary. Inkjet cartridges 
can be refilled very successfully (and therefore cheaply), and output is constantly 
good (even in draught mode) until they suddenly stop one day in the middle of a 
line. Always in the middle of a line... Cost: about £150-£200° 


If this is too much for Auntie's cheque to cover, my cheaper suggestion would be 
a copy shelf. In use, this puts a piece of work you need to refer to (a reference 
book perhaps or a set of program ‘short cut' keystrokes etc) where it is most 
convenient for you. If you read the section above for games players, you will know 
than I am a great fan of offcuts of laminated chipboard. This is strong and cheap, 
is reasonably easy to work, and can have things fixed to it with permutations of 
glue, screws or Blu-Tack according to the amount or permanence required. With a 
little planning all the rough sawn edges can be out of sight at the end of the 


project. 


I find that half way up the monitor on the right-hand side is the best place for 
my reference material, so I have made a raised platform sloping back at 45° with a 
5cm (2") lip along the front edge to stop a book or sheet of paper slipping off. If 
a reference book is not spiral bound, a strip of the ubiquitous chipboard of the 
same width of the platform can be laid across the book to keep it open at the page 
you are’using. If that's still not enough you can use big bulldog clips at the top 
to clamp the book open at your place. Cost: no more than £5 for the lot. 


And for the really ‘economically challenged' here is my paupers' choice. Put a 
box which is a little larger than your usual paper size a little nearer to you than 
the place you keep your paper supply. After a month of putting all your first 
draughts and printout errors into the box you will find that the sheer volume of 
accumulating paper which has only been used on one side will shame you into taking 
paper out of the box for these draughts and tryouts. This will be encouraged by the 
fact that you will recall I suggested that you site it nearer to your hand than your 
new paper. The only problem is now what to do with the small financial gift from 
Auntie. If it is so small, put it in the ‘polos and coffee' fund. If you are a 


writer, this always needs support. 


Section 3 - Everyone: 
Best buy under £1: A thick, lined, side-punched A4 pad. This should be glued to 


CONEINUCO ..4.56 2 Ses 
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your desk with Blu-Tack to resist the temptation to move it. A cheap ball-point pen 
should be tied to it through one of the side holes, again to prevent that well-known 
phenomenon ‘equipment walk.' Believe me, you'll wonder how you managed without it. 


Best buy under £5: A larger waste paper bin than the one you currently have. 
When it overflows, and it still will, at least you can plead that you are making an 
effort to keep the place tidier than the tip it frequently became throughout last 
year. 


Best buy under £10: A large flat box for your tapes and/or discs to replace all 
the various mis-matched containers you have accumulated so far for the purpose. If 
this requires the purchase of two such containers to do the job, you are a hoarder 
and should put an advert in 8BIT Mart forthwith for all the surplus you could never 
live long enough to use. 


Best buy under £20: This one is easy - membership of a user group for your 
computer for a year. For all the benefits of a club newsletter or magazine 
(probably), discounts (also probably), a PD library (perhaps), and especially a 
friendly, helpful voice on the end of a phone line when you hit a problem you can't 
solve alone you won't get better value anywhere. As a completely biased example; 12 
issues of 8BIT Mart cost only £12. 


Best buy under £30: A subscription to one of the news-stand magazines, if there 
is still one for your preferred computer. Though they are heavily criticised for one 
thing or another, they are still the best sources of national news’ and 
advertisements on the computers covered. Get them while you can. If you are already 
without a national news-stand magazine join two user groups, you need-all the 
support you can get. : 


And lastly, absolutely free: put some of the large ‘coffee-table' books you 
received this year and last for Christmas under your computer monitor to raise it to 
your usual eye-level when sitting at the computer. In future you will be less- 
inclined to get neck and shoulder strain after prolonged periods working in front of 
the screen. And if you pile up more of these books in front of the screen you will 
reduce eye-strain too. 


COMMODORE MAGIC 


Dedicated to supporting the C64 and it's User 


5 Crane Avenue, Yaxley, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire, PE7 3JH 
Telephone: (01733) 245554 between 6pm & 7pm - UK Time 
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ISjsty Four!’ caviawed by Chas Manning 


The famous LS Bebbington (see the 'I've got a C64....' article elsewhere in this 
8BIT Mart) has kindly sent Brian a copy of the second issue of his C64 magazine 
called, perfectly logically, ‘Sixty Four' Since he's up to his neck in other 
editorial chores, he's asked me to review ‘ie for the magazine. 


It has 28 sides of AS packed with news, reviews and al} that sort of thing. Most 
encouraging is the news of several impending new releases for the C64, both in 
hardware and software. In the main, this appears to be past the ‘only a rumour’ 
stage and some of it is due for almost imminent release. The quality of both 
presentation and content of ‘Sixty Four' means it is clear and informative. One 
measure I apply to a special interest magazine is if it informs me without assuming 
I have much prior knowledge, then it's probably doing its job. I even made sense of 
the technical stuff, and that's saying something from me, the last great 
technoramus. Hidden away on page 7 is news that they are planning to branch out into 
a multi-format magazine, so Brian had better watch his back (hey, remind me to edit 
this paragraph out - BW). 


‘Sixty Four' can be obtained from Martin Haywood, Commodore Magic, 5S Crane 
Avenue, Yaxley, PETERBOROUGH, Cambs PE7 3JH (01733 245554) and it costs £1 acopy. I 
am sure he would appreciate it if you also sent him a couple of stamps and a return 
address label to help offset his costs. 


PLEASE ADD £1.00_TO ALL DISc 


UII|||| OR ROM ORDERS FOR FIRST CLASS 
Campursoft POSTAGE. ALL OUR PRODUCTS ARE 


DESIGN / SOFTWARE / HARDWARE FULLY GUARANTEED . 
10 MCINTOSH COURT, 
WELLPARK, GLASGOW CUSTOMERS WISHING TO PAY BY 
WI 631 2HW CREDIT CARD PLEASE CALL 041i 
0441 554 4735 554 4755 (24 HOUR ANSAPHONE). 


| PROPRINT - PROTEXT TEXT ENHANCEMENT PROGRAN. MULTIPLE FONTS ETC, ALLOWS USERS 10 DESIGN THEIR OWN FONTS WITH 
INBUILT FONT EDITOR, FOR ALL AMSTRAD CPC DISC MACHINES. DISC - £15.99 ROM - £24.99 


| MICRODESIGH PLUS - PAGE PROCESSING PACKAGE, CONSISTING OF THO DISCS AND THO MANUALS. MENU DRIVEN DIP SYSTEM, 
HICH QUALITY PRINT OUTPUT, FOR ALL PASTRAD CPC DISC MACHINES WITH 128K, £29.99 | 
| THE MAPS LIBRARIES FOR MICRODESIGN PLUS: 


A) MAPS OF THE BRITISH ISLES - SIXTEEN HI-RES (256K STRIPS) MAPS OF THE COASTLINE, MOTORWAYS, CITIES ETC OF THE K. 
ROMDOS D20 FORMAT - £11.99 3" FORKAT (2 DISCS) - £12. 8: 


3) WORLD MAPS - FIFTEEN HI-RES MAPS OF THE EUROPE, AMERICA ETC.  ROMDOS OR 3" FORMAT - £11.99 


DESKTOP ENVIRONMENT SYSTEM - SOPHISTICATED CPC GUI, BASED ON WIMP ENVIRONMENT, FOR ALL AMSTRAD CPC DISC HHS, | 
DISC - £14.99 ROMS (2) - £04.99 | 


2TNI - PC 10 CPC TRANSFER PROGRAM, RUNS UNDER CPA, ALLOWS THE USER 10 SWAP BETHEEN A PC AND THE CPC USING AN 
INTERCHANGEABLE DISC FORMAT, FOR ALL AMSTRAD CPC DISC MACHINES HITH 126K RUNNING UNDER CPH3, £19.99 : 


PARADOS - SUPERB DISC OPERATING SYSTEM FOR USE WITH LARGE FORMAT 3.5" DRIVES, COMPATIBLE WITH & SUPERIOR 10 ROMDOS, ; 
THIS 1S THE ONLY ROM KHICH SHOULD BE INSERTED IN SLOT SEVEN THEREBY FREEING AN EXTRA SLOT FOR MORE SOFTWARE. £14.99 


= BASIC IDEA - oe BASIC TUTORIAL AIMED AT THE COMPETENT BASIC PROGRAMMER. CONSISTS OF A 42 PACE MANUAL AND 
O1SC OF EXAMPLE PR £14.99 


SFT-LOK V2 - ni TAPE 10 DISC UTILITY, SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 10 TRANSFER SPEEDLOCK PROTECTED GAMES, £8.99 
eS 


eee reeneseaan 
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VERY ATTRACTIVE SHORTS 


Though his advert tends to pop up 
in the PCW section of 8BIT Mart, Dave 
The Disk Doctor can handle rescues of 
data from all sorts of discs for all 
varieties of computers. His service is 
all for charity so when your disc next 
goes sproiiong or more usually "Read 
Error.." do nothing more before you've 
given him a call. See his ad elswhere. 


Wanted: Commodore 64 contacts in 


Cheshire please. Tape or Disk. Leon 
01606 861647. 


Wanted! Vic 20 Software/Hardware 
etc. Contact: Leon 348, Station Road, 
Winsford Cheshire CW7 3DG. Tel: 01606 
861647. 


SIXTY-FOUR! Fanzine. 100% C64. 
Issues 123 now available. Phone Martin 
Haywood between 6pm and 7pm 01733 
(Peterborough) 245554 


* WANTED: Amstrad Actions: 4, 6, 8, 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. Reasonable 
Price Paid. Thank you to all for your 
help and advice. Mrs C Raisin, 117 
Tilbury Rise, Cinderhill, NOTTINGHAM 
NG8 6DE 


As well as running the GD.PD CPC 
library, Dave Stitson also runs the 
local user group; CPC South West. You 
can contact him at 6, Connaught Ave, 
Mutley, PLYMOUTH, Devon PL4 78X 


I have been contacted by Jon Moss 
of JM Software for help. He is looking 
for someone to configure some or all 
of his programs which run under CP/M 
for other machines. Generally, these 
are to do with the display on other 
machines. If you can help please 
contact 8BIT Mart in the first place 
as I have fuller details than I have 
space for here. 


The Cornwall PCW Club have now 
adopted their constitution, discussed 
last issue, and elected a committee to 
formulate policy and oversee the 
running of the club. Contact secretary 
Kate Hadley on 01208 872720 for fuller 
details of coming events. A handbook 
is in preparation, and they had the 
good taste to reprint the piece on 3" 


discs from the last 8BIT Mart in their 
newsletter. . 


This is the piece's fifth reprint 
elsewhere. Very flattering, or are 
they all as short of copy as me? 


Incidentally, Mike's now got the 
books requested in_ this month's 
adverts so please don't offer him any 
more! 


I have heard via James Waddington 
and Joyce Cook that Spellunker has now 
ceased trading. 


Darren Blackburn of the IEBA 
reports there are emulators available 
to enable a SAM to read in Amiga and 
PC screen shots and text files. 


The wonderful ZAT has now breathed 
its last but the new version, the SAM 
PRIME magazine, may be out by the time 
you read this. Contact: D Blackburn at 


33, Dawley Bank, TELFORD, Salop TF4 


2LQ for further details. 


The copyright on all articles in 
8BIT MART/8BIT are held by Brian 
Watson or their authors, but may be 
freely reproduced as long as_ the 
magazine's name and full address are 
credited as the source. 


Subscribers' name and details will 
not be divulged without permission. 


All facts and information are 
published on the basis that it is 
believed true at the time of 
publication. No liability can be 
accepted by Brian Watson or other 
contributors for any loss or damage to 
subscribers software of equipment, 
however caused. So mind how you go, 
I'm doing my best! 


I am careful to try to supply a 
value to any hunch, belief, opinion, 
rumour or fact. But clangers can still 
happen. So, “sorry, and please tell me 
so I can set the record straight." 


ist review of "“Locoscript User": 
Still a good read, Rex, anda brave 
move in a shifting market to change 
the name and image. I hope it goes 
well for a//] our sakes. 


Back Page 


